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DRAKE UNIVERSITY 

D ES M OI N ES 
HERBERT MARTIN 

PROFESSOR OF PHILOSOPHY 


January 

Sixth 

Nineteen 

Nineteen 


Dear friend Kirby 


I was certainly pleased to hear from 
you during the Xmas season,but sorry to learn that you 
had such a siege of the "Flu". Let us trust that ere this 
you are quite fully recovered again. So far we have not had 
it at the Martin home. "Were it not for Mary I would say 
that we have escaped becaiise we are old people. In any 
event we shall be glad to escape. 

Our new Term began last Thursday.Several 
new students entered Drake. You will notice we have gone 
back to the term*3-term,system;indeed to the four quarter 
system of Chicago. We may continue it on trial for next 
year. The S.A.T.C.necessitated the rearrangement this year. 

This year our attendance has been somewhat below normal. 

No solicitation for students was done last JEMJC summer.Con¬ 
sequently the slump. However we are all very happy and hope¬ 
ful as we look toward the future.A new day and atmosphere are 
here. Tomorrow night we,the faculty,give a dinner as a welcome 
to Pres, and Mrs.Holmes. They are very delightful souls. 

You will have to excuse any irrelevances or 
discontinuities that may appear in this epistle as I am on a 
run against time. I wanted to send you a word in reply to your 
Xmas greetings. H&w sad the death of John Roberts I I wrote 
Mary,her parents,and Opal Daniels. What promise that boy gave. 

I hear quite frequently from Paul Gardner.had a card from Wm. 

Roosa at Xmas. No many of ny student friends remember me by 
writing now and then. Several of our boys are now returning 
to school after being mustered out. The Ritchey’s have a baby 
boy. He is at Camp Dodge in Educational or h e ligious work. 

The Stubbs 1 are down at Corydon. It is now 7 p.m. 

Since beginning this letter this a.m. ^ rec'd 
a characteristic letter from Alice Ware! She is certainly a wonder¬ 
ful soul.Her uniqueness and pungency of expression. l J oor girl 
spoke of expecting to see John Roberts on his return through her 
city.her letter was dated Dec.1st. To find that I have been of 
some help to my fellow students you know helps a lot when non¬ 
student souls sometimes indicate that I have nothing to offer. 

I5y thought is perhaps across the way here. ifell love to Mrs. 

Page,yourself,and the Pagelets. I believe that pluralism is now 
properly your philosophy,at least your cares are plural. I want 
you to hit it off pretty hard on student work while you are in 
the East. Replenish your resources. Cordially yours 






611 Fairview Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y 
Jan. 6, 1919. 


Dear old Bill; 

It is with great humiliation that I write these 
lines, after my long neglect of you. Ny only excuse is 
that during the months of October, November and December I 
was compelled by oerlouB sickness to neglect everything and 
everybody. During the first week in October I went down 
with a combination of influenza, a general physical break* 
down, with a seven inch Chinese worm thrown in for good 
measure. I was in bed for ei^ht weeks, part of the time 
being dangerously near the border line. I am now almost 
completely recovered and feel better than for a long time. 

News of John's home-going reached me while I was 
in the hospital. I have seldom had anything shock me more. 
Even yeti can hardly realize that it is true. I am anxious 
to have further particulars. I have wri ten to I-r. Robert 
and to Opal. What a. loss it is to her! 

It was good of you to take the time to write me' 
such a long letter as yours of October 1st, which has just 
reached me. 1 have read and rS-read it with great 
interest. You are seeing and learning things that will 
be of priceless value to you in your future work. I am 
interested in what you say about your plans. 1 am wonder¬ 
ing whether you are not now on your way home or to Beirut. 
How glad all of us are over the ending of the Great V/ar! 

I believe you are right in thinking that your future work 
lies in the realm of education. You are peculiarly 
gifted in this regard and will undoubtedly make a marked 
contribution. 7/hat a broad and substantial foundation you 
are laying! 

ky own plans have been upset by n;y sickness. 1 
had just enrolled in Columbia, with the thought of doing 
three or four year's work in Sociology, with^ a possibility 
of working for the degree. In view of my weakened condition 
it does not seem wise for me to attempt too much during the 
remainder of this academic year. Bo 1 am going to give 
first thought and energy to the work of the Ridgewood Height 
Church of Christ, of which I am now the pastor. I shall 
spend a £reat deal of time in the library, but shall not 
attempt regular class work for a while. At the beginning 
of next academic year I shell probabily enroll for full . 
work. It is a most unusual experience for me to be able 
to give my undivided attention to one thing. Ever slnoe 
I went to Drake 1 have had too many fingers in the pie and 
have not concentrated. 1 am looking forward with eagerness 
to the work with the churoh during the next six or eight 
months. Before I got sick things were going well: we had 
additions each week for 13 suseessive weeks, 29 in all. 

1 plan to give at least three years to this church and the 
university work and may be here much longer,than that. 












Beyond that we are not clear. I am definite as to my 
desire to preaoh, but where, I do not know. We are 
counting on receiving guidance at the proper time. I 
have received a great spiritual blessing during the weeks 
of my illness and do not in the least regret being laid on 
the shelf for a while. 

I like your plan of an organization of our group. 
Such an idea has great possibilities, it seems to me. I 
shall pet in touch with some of the fellows and see what can 
he started. 1 have had good letters* recently from Btubbs, 
Rex, Elliott, Gratton, Galen, Felendy. Bruner. Snyder. 

Lloyd Smith, Prank James. Rex enters Chicago this month, 
having secured his release from the/ army. Elliott plans 
to enter Y work. Ke received his commission and has been 
discharged. 1'elendy ic a chaplain at Camp ^ody, N. Mexico. 
Sansbury is a chaplain at Camp Lee, Va. Snyder secured a 
commission as chaplain and is back in Salt Lake, Gratton 
is planning to enter Columbia this fall. Helen Jarvis may 
come to Columbia in the summer. 

I am anxious to t et further word from you as to 
your plans. What a great old visit we shall rave some 
of these days! Alma and the babies are keeping well, 
jjiyhy ji*. astonishes me daily with the amount of information 
a three year old child possesses. Mary is absolutely ^he 
sweetest li tie thing in several stages. We are very happy 
in our home-life together, afier the monthB of separation. 

I shall write to you more often from now on. I a 
most anxious to keep intimately in touch with you. I do nol 
fail to pray for you. 


Affectionately yours. 
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Army and Navy 

Young Men’s Christian Association 

“WITH THE COLORS” 
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Army and Navy 
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IQ THE WHITER: SAVE BY WRITING ON BOTH SIDES OF THIS PAPER. TO THE FOLKS AT HOME: SAVE FOOD. BUY LIBERTY BONDS AND WAR SAVINGS STAMPS. 
























































Oorydon, Iowa# 

January 3T3, 1919. 


Mr. Kirby Page, Brooklyn, New York. 

My dear Friend# ^irby, lima, and the babies*- 

It runs in my mind that I have not answered 

your last letter, but for some reason it has been misplaced and usually 
I file or throw the letters away as soon as..anwwered, but since my memory 
does not tell me that I have answered it, I am going to inflict upon you 
another letter# even tbo I possibly have written. Not that I have anything 
special to say or any ax to grind or any favors to ask#- Just for the pur¬ 
pose of writing and keeping my stenographer in practice. She is getting a 
little out of practice for it tires her some to use the machine. 

I was mighty glad to get your letter from your convalescent camp and 
to know that you were improving and would soon be back in the work again. 

You have certainly had a tough aeige of it but maybe It will teach you that 
one man is supposed to do only one man's work and when he attempts to do more 
there must come a reckoning day. In some ways your letter surprised toe for 
it seemed to me that from the correspondence that I had had with you during 
the past few years# that in almost every letter you mentioned the fact that 
your concern was only for the Lord's work and that you were giving your 
whole hearted life for that effort and that purpose# and now you say that 
you are Just going to begin to make you efforts count for the Lord s work. 

Of course you will need ttone to reouperate both from your health s stand¬ 
point and financially# but Kirby, I do not think you ought to loek at ti 
the way you do. When you get your strength back# maybe you will see things 

differently# but it seems to me that you ought to go right on planning to 

take more school work and if it is possible to get your Ph. L. degreee. 

1 really Believe it would be a mistake for you to stop your school work now 

for you are still young and have many years of service before you and I 
fully believe that the beet prepared man serves the Kingdom the best. A 
mediocre man can do mediocre work. I am quoting the following which I 
think you ought to read and consider carefully* "There are plenty of people 
who can do the possible; you can hire them at forty dollars a month. The 
prizes are for those that perform the impossible. If a thing can be done# 
experience and skill oan do it; if a thing cannot be done, only faith can 
do it." But faith alone without tools to work with hae never taken the 
world very far. Faith must be accompanied by experience and skill, these 
gljree, I might call them the trinity, working together have done the impos¬ 
sible. Now this is a bit of fatherly advice J know but it Juut seerod to 
me that there was a sort of pessimistic note in your letter, due I suppose 
to a long spell of sickness# but Kirby, old man, I know there are many 
hap py days before you so keep right on and you will win out in the end. 

Our work here has gone very slowly during these six months. While 
Oorydon is not over ohurched# there being but three churches and only two 
with located pastors# yet it is not the easiest field in the world, for the 
people seem to have that all-satisfied feeling and want to be Just left alone. 
Our county and especially our township, has failed in all of the war diives 
but two, unless outside pressure hae been brought to bear on a number of her 
citizens. We failed in the United War Work drive most miserably and Federal 
officers have been working here during the past *wo weeks at least during 
part of the time. Our membership is what one might call fix fairly well-to-do. 






However one of my big tasks will be to educate them that their wealth is not just 
for their own satisfaction and from our different war drives it seems I have in¬ 
deed a real problem, for I understood that the Federal officers were after some of 
our members. And yet last Sunday at our annual meeting of the churoh I presented 
the united budget system of which our apportionment was a little over.$400 which 
as far as I am able to find (but is the largest ixx*hs.xiax missionary budget at¬ 
tempted by the church. To arouse our own people to a greater activity in Christian 
living seems to be my first problem. Then my next one is to find out about the 
1200 people not affiliated with any one of the three churches• 

Now a moement for a bit of news, of which moat of it may already be stale to 

you. First as to births. Of course you have long since heard of Patricia Farr. 
Leslie Me Caw Bitchey put in his appearance the 19th of December and Charles just 
stepped in the air. Leslie was a small chap, only 6 pounds. Edith Ferrel-Snod- 
grass who lives just over here at Allerton, wrote Mary that she has two little 
ones, H a rold is several years old, and Helen is just nine months. Lois Paris' 
home is here, and she married "Fig'‘Leaf and is here visiting. They expect a 
little one some time ere long. 

The saddest thing to tell will be the many deaths among our D r ake friends. 

I do not knew whether you heard of "Puff" Boush- Middleton's death or not, - she 
left a two weeks' old baby. Ernest McBride buried his wife this winter. Hazel 
Inlow Harper, of the '12 class. Ivan Bloom buried her husband. Marian Saunder-7 
died from the flu just six weeks before their baby was to be born. Elizabeth 
Utter buried her husband. Bobert Dodson died Monday before Christmas. Charles 
Priest died in France from wounds. Scott Lennan was killed earlier in the war. 

I had a letter from Art the same day I received your letter. He had re¬ 
ceived his commission and had been discharged and at that time was at Independence 
Kansas, undecided as to hie future. Ivy has been there teaching this winter. 

While we were gone to Des Moines Christmas, Berrell Diok stopped off here to see 
us, but we missed him entirely. While in Des Moines, Bex spent a couple hours 
with me. I can't see that the Orient has changed him a great deal, but we had a 
very pleasant two hours together. His plan was to return to U. of C. and work for 
his Master s in the field of Commerce and Administration. Of course you have 
heart of his "Martha", Coleen Patterson's younger sister. I was in Des M. in 
Novemeber and saw Ham Kinoheloe, John Gratton and Fred Hughes. The former two 
were in army work, as is also Bitchey. Bitohey has the head of the Civilian 
Belief work in the Bed Cross at Camp Dodge. A few days ago I had a Christmas 
card from Bill Boosa, but he wrote not a worft,and I had not heard from him for 
a long time. His address is 7. M. C. A. 5, Bussell Street, Calcutta. Laura 
has returned home, the Sunday before Christmas, after spending six months in 
Washington durin war work. She returns to the U# of C. for the spring Quarter 
to finish her Master's. On her way home she stopped in Chicago and saw Elaa 
Wheatley who was just to. take up some reportial, the word I want is reportorial 
I guess, work for a Freetyterian paper. 

Well, Kirby, I hope that as the days go by you will oonmence to be your old 
self again. I wish you could come out here in this middles west and help us in 
our reconstruction work. I feel it in my bones that there is to be a big fight 
here and we need just Buoh men as you are in the midst of it. I think there will 
be an attack made against Drake but believe me, 1 stand loyal for the old school. 

It has given me too many friends tc turn against it. 

I hope that you will feel this letter is worthy of an answer, for I too want 
to keep in touch with you.. It has meant much t o me to have kept in correspondence 
with you these few years, and I hope we may keep it up for what is life without 
friends. lour old f P i en 4 . 
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Kirby Page, 

611 Fair view Ave,, 

Brooklyn, New York. 

My dear Friend Page:- 

I am rather late in acknowledging receipt of your Christmas 
Greeting, but better late than never. I certainly did appreciate 
your kind rememberance of me. 

What are you doing in Brooklyn? I understood you were in the 
University of Chicago this winter. 


I suppose that you have heard that John Roberts who was to A 
take^your position with Sherwood Eddy died with the'Tlu' f in Indlfc. 

You will be glad to know that our Alma Mater, Drake.is doing 
splendidly under its new president, Dr. Arthur Holmes. 7 

Wishing you all good things personally, and a God-speed in your 
work for the coming year, I am. 


Yours 










611 Baifviey. AYS., Brooklyn KY Jan 20 1918 


Dear old Bill: 


Act inr upon y.-ur j-U',.- erlion, 3 have coiii; uni--n ed 


with the men whose names are lo be found on the enclosed 
sheet with regard to the formation of a club composed of 
our old friends. In addition to the names you su,< eeted, 

I have added t ; elendy» Tupper, Dill in/ er, Kinsell Snd lillis. 
I am sure Jiihat all of these will uo satisfactory to you. 


In addition to sending each of the men e copy 


oi iny own suggestions and a lie- of questions to be answered, 
* I v rote a personal letter to each of them, one paragraph 
of which was as follows: n k letter recently received from 

Bill Roobs, b Russell ft., Y1.0A, Calcutta, India, suggests 
that a group of our old friends unite in an organization ior 
mutual help nnd inspiration. He eug csts that since he is 

ro far away hat some of us take the lead in forming such i 
club. . ccordin. ly, 1 ar taking the liberty of enclosing 
herewith a copy of my own suggestions, with a list of 



billties in such & olub and ho e that it may soon come into 
being. Bill su getted twenty of the names end T added five 
others, H 


I have iv cl ood letters recently from Lcland, Rex 


and Stubbs. Rex ie back in riddle D. helnnd is coining home 
in June. Chari. Priest died of wounds in Rronce. Bob Dodson 
died jUFt before Christmas. Puff Bouse-riddlotofl (Harry’s 
wife) died recently and left a two week’s old baby. Marion Saul? 
died just before their baby was to be born. iieott Lehnan 
was killed earlier in the war. Hagers is in Branco. Snyaer 
received his commission as chaplain and is now back in Balt 
hake city. 

X am juft about as strong as ever. The work at 
the church is movin L ^lon< gradually* 4 vitb fight baptisms 
within the past two weeks, reven of them adults, Ve are 
all well* .rite when you can take a moment. 


Affectionately yours. 
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80003STI<,M RRfAHDlSfc A PKOKiCED "OLD DRAKE FRlrKDS* CLUB - ; 


That a group of not rora than 30 of our old friends 
band themselves together for mutual help and inspiration; that 
this group be eonfined to persons who are intimately 
acquainted and hare common interests and hopes. 

That thia Club endeavor to be of social, mental 
and epiritual help to the members composing it. 

That naong other means the following be used: 

(1) i ereotitil Correm-ondence - Bach member agreeing to 
write a personal letter to every 'other member at least once 
in six months. it <eing quite apparent that at present ve 
are not rendering the service to each other that »e might 

by this means. Thirty letters in six months would mean 
-lijhtly more than one each week and would not be a burden 
to ai|y of us. 

(2) irepsred lepers or Theses - -i»eh member agreeing to 
submit to the luo once each year a paper pr thesis of not 
less than 5,000 words: said paper to be on any desired 
subject and to represent real intellectual effort, perhaps 
equal to that required for a Taster*s thesis; a oopy of said 
paper to be placed In the hands of each member for permanent 
use and file. 

(3) Exchange of i ersonel Experiences - leach member 
agreeing to pnsc on to the others r.ny expel* encee out of hie 

own life, or any suggestion or idea that may be helpful to 
the others. 

(4) Annual freeting - This meeting to be held at a time 
and place determined by the rr embers and to ce attended by 

as large a number as possible. At this A nnu a l Poet in, a 
program embodying social, mental and spiritual features 
could be arranged, an acoount of the doings of the Meting 
to be forwarded to those members who are unable to attend. 

(ft) ]ntoreseory > rayer • iiach member agreeing to 
pry earneBtt3rT^f~7IveryotEe , r member at least once a 
week, the poori bill l let? in this direction being unlimited. 

That this Club seek in every possible way to be 

of assistance to our Alma hater; that we give frequent and 
unmistakable evidences of our unfaltering loyalty to dear 

eld Drake. 
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611 Fairview Ave. , 


Brooklyn, Jan. 27, 1919. 


Dear Friend: 

It was with sincere and profound regret that 1 
read the resignation as .Elder of the Church, which you handed 
to me after the service last evening. I am particularly 
sorry since it seems that my sermon of yesterday morning 
was the direct cause of your action. 

As I explained to you in person, you misunderstood 
my purpose and motive in preaching that sermon. 1 repeat 
what 1 said to you in person, my sermon was not directed 
toward you any more than toward others in the congrei ation, 

I was dealing with a situation which exists in the Church 
which seemed to me to require attention. I am sincerely 
sorry that you have misunderstood ny motives. 

I agree with you emphatically that sin ought to 
be rebuked in plain words, that drunkenness and other sins 
ought not to be allowed to to unreproved. think no one 

realizes the dangers of this particular evil^xhan I do. My 
own father was a victim of this habit end through it our 
home was broken up and my pother's life wrecked. 

Where you and I differ seems to he regarding the 
method by me; nr of which sin is to be rebuked. My own 
position Was stated in the sermon yesterday morning, end is 
taken from Matthew 18:15-17: "And if thy brother sin against 

thee, go, shew him his fault between thee and him alone: if he 
hear thse, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he hear thee 
not, take with thee one or two more, that at the mouth of two 
witnesses or three every word may be established. And if he 
refuse to hear them, tell it unto the church, and if he refuse 
to hear the church also, let him 'be unto thee as the Gentile 
and the publican." 

In the particular case to which you had reference, 

I had already talked with the party in question, and had 
every reason to believe that his repentance was sincere and 
that the sin would not be repeated. 

Your resignation brings additional regret when I 
recall your great personal kindness to me and to my family 
during the Ion; weeks of my recent illnees. I cannot forget 
your kindness to us during that time, or the frequent visits 
which you made to the hospital. I remember also very 















vividly your untiring efforts at the Church during the 
months I was sick. I am under a- heavy personal 

obligation to you for all of these reasons. 

There will not be an opportunity to present your 
resignation to the Board until the Board Feefing which will 
probably be held on next Sunday afternoon. 1 would like 
to express the sincere hope that after further prayer and 
reflection you may see fit to withdraw your resignation 
before that time. Surely as Christian me^n we can differ 
in the spirit of love. Both of us are profoundly concerned 
for the progress of the Kingdom in this community. Can we 

not recognize the right of each to differ in opinion from 
the other, and can we not work together in Christian love? 

Fy wife and I have apureciated the privilege of 
being in your home and of having you and your family in our 
home. Vie hope that nothing may be allowed to break this 
friendship. If I have done you a wrong it was a mistake 
of the head and not the heart, and if such is the case 1 msfet 
humbly apologize to you for any wrong action. 

V/ith the sincere hope that you may be led of Cod 
to continue your important work with the Ridgewood Heights 
Church of Christ, and with best wishes for you. and your 
family, 


Yours in Royal Service, 


Fr. Robert W*. Wittchen, 
2437 Silver Street, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 













January 27, 1919. 
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Dear Kirby, 

Just a line to go along with the monthly report letter. Late 
as mifcht be expected these days, but when the ladles tell me that they 
think that I ought to have a card catalogue for my $obs it is almost 
like the days last year after we got going together. Glad to get 
things off at any time. 

Twas just about one year ago that we sat in the Y.M, rooms on 
the fourth floor and I treid to scare you about the photograph outfit 
that you ?iad brought with you. And then we busted our pushed and 
had to comeback to sit in dry dock and: cathh two o'clock boats and 
the rest of it. oh them was the days. p ome different this year. 

T had a letter from the great Chief that did not bear the old KP 
He has had a time in Shanghai, seeing both Northern and Southern peace® 
delegates and telling them just exactly what he thought of the whole 
situation. Knocking them right into the middle of next week as usual. 
We missed him here as his boat was late and he had to stay in Shanghai 
that town of many jobs and much work. 

Tonight brings the bunch of big chiefs from Shanghai for about 
three days of conference and the setting up of the new years work. 

I think that I have evolved a few during the course of the days that 
I have bear pussy footing around here and may be able to say. a few 
deeble words on the question of social service fcr the Y.M. etc. They 
do need it, and I only feel the more strongly after seeing some of the 
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social aide o£ the work in this town. The church has got to have 
something more than catching them one by ong $.nd then expecting them 
to stick. You have got to put them to work. 

I am sending under separate cover a few of the New Yearns 
decorationg. You wj.ll remember how they used to bombard the -aky 
with firecraakers. Well they are doing it now and getting more and 
more gay as the Bay draws near. The kitchen, god will be able to help 
you:ikeep an eye on the Missas, you can settle your bills with the 
gods with the paper money, satisfy heaven and earth witha another 
sheet of paper and then 3till have an excellent guardian to put at tifee 
gate to take care of an such little thi'gs as Flu germs and the restt. 

How I would like to have a real old session with you again. Just 
bat out a few on the old line, ■^on''t "get much of it here, running to 
pulling information out of people as fast as I can get it. 

On account of the trouble of getting films to Shanghai etc. I jei 
fear that I will have to delay the printing of the pcitures for Jenltfis 
until I get home, or I hear from you that you want me to have them 
done here at the regular professional rate. S D rry, but I am sticking 
pretty close to the home base this year. 

Don Garruthers and I will get off for a few days this week and 
get to Kaifeng for a visit with his sister and some of the Peking 
friends of last year. 

Be good and don't work too hard at those Sociological ideas. 
Somebody said that it would all be the same a thousand years from now 
I don't]® believe him but then. 














G-1B-1M-N 


THE LONG ISLAND COLLEGE HOSPITAL, 

BOROUGH OF BROOKLYN, 

NEW YORK. 


DEPARTMENT OF SORCERY OB’ MEDICINE. 


January 28.1919. 


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERSJ-e 

This is to certify that Rev. Kirby Page 

of 511 Eairview Av«,Brooklyn, was a patient under my 
care at the Long Island College Hospital from Oct.2 

i 

1.918 to Dec. 2,1918. Previous to entrance to the 

hospital Mr. Page had been severely ill at his home 
for sveral weeks. My advice to Mr. Page on leaving 

the hospital was to go to Lakewood for several weeks 

and not to do any strenuous work physically or mentally 
for at least two months. 




Respectfully Yours, 


R.l./l.b. 




/ 
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Jan. 89,1919. 


Mr. Kirby .Page, 
611 Fairview Ay., 
Brooklyn, B.Y. 


My dear Mr. Page: 

I have just succeeded in getting your- address 
and have also received the news that you have been serious¬ 
ly ill during the Pall and have been obliged to give up 
your University work far a little time. I do hope that 
you are rapidly improving and will soon be back to your 
old strength again. 

I have been anxious to get in touch with you 
again and to know something of your plans for the future 
after you have taken your educational work. I do hope you 
can give yourself to the foreign missionary service and we 
would be so glad to have you go out under our Board. We 
have just now a number of very interesting openings in 
China for educational work, especially in boys' schools. 

We are also opening up a wonderful field in the Bantungchow 
section, with schools and evangelistic work in our plan. 

I am sending you a pamphlet which sets forth 
some of the immediate needs of both of our Boards. I 
would like very mucii to hear from you and if we could have 
a conference together sometime when I am in Hew York, I 
will be very glad. I expect to be there at the Committee 
of Reference & Counsel meeting on February 27 and 28, and 
if it is convenient for you would like to have a talk with 
you at that time. It is so much more satisfactory to talk 
these matters over than to embody them in letters. 

Hoping that I may hear from you soon and trust¬ 
ing that you are rapidly recovering, I am 


Cordially yours 




w 


SJC/LS 
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6X1 irviev Ave. , Brooklyn, >.b. 3, i' ll’ 


Dear > riendl 

i 

I want to take this occasion to tell you how 
heartily 1 endorse the action of the official hoard of the 
Church yesterday in asking you to reconsider your resig¬ 
nation as an 'ilder of the Church. I most earnestly hope 

that you will be led to continue your important work with 
the Church, 

^s 1 uxificrst .nd it, your action tree taken not 
because you differed with the opinions expressed in my 
sermon of a week ago, but because you have felt that my 
remarks were intended as a personal attack upon you. A 
mere difference of opinion ee to the truth and validity 
of that sermon is not sufficient to explain your action. 
Doubtless you have differed with many other things that I 
have said in other sermons. rush is your right- as to 
the motive that wae behind my sermon in question, in ae 
much cb 1 spent consideraole time in prayer and thought 
before 1 delivered that sermon, it would eeom that I am 
the one beet qualified to state what the motive was. as 
I have «.ald you in person, my motive was to deal v.ith a 
situation which exists in the Church which in my opinion 
needed attention. 1 did not address my remarks to you 
ony more than to any other member of the church. *his is 
the absolute truth. I hope you will see fit to accept 

thia statement at face value. 

I shall hope to aco you in your accustomed place 
on next Wednesday evening, as well as on Sunday , and that 
you may bo led to feel that rod hne a work for you to do 
in this Church. 

V>ith personal re. ard and beEt wishes, 

YourB in Royal Service, 


hr. R* ... blttchen , 

£437 Silver st,, 
Brooklyn, tfY 
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fill Painriew Aye., Brooklyn Ny, Jeb 5, mg 


' / 

Hear 3,'r. Gorey: . 

j * ■/ * 

let «. thank you for your kind utter of Jan. 

29th - Ky Kife "* 1 WW and prayed about the 

contents of your Utter. *< are s l B d to know that you 

"* P ' " 10 bE in ^ork on the 87th and 88th of 

Mnth - ^ 6haU l0 « “■«■«> to seeing you at that 

time. 

our hear,a and rinds are open to the call of 
the -foreign field end,, r. to . . . 

’* fCCl thEt 11 10 Ca *'* *»l. ' We are Siting for 
guidance. I am under contract pith the American ChrUtia 

Meeionary Uoiety to nerve the Mdgewood Height. Church 
Of Christ in this city until the end of June. 1921 . By 
that time hope to have my academic preparation in fair 
shape. Beyond that, 0 ur plana are uncertain, and we 
shall expect to receive guidance at the proper time. 

,if you Will lot me know in advance the hotel 
t *hioh you will he stopping and a convenient hour for 
the interview, my wife and I will plan to meet you there, 
eihoe wo are out to the ed e of Brooklyn and I am sure 

y0U V iU be cui i.e^busy while you are here. I am sorry ■ 

that we do not have a telephone. 

Looking forward. viih pleasure to a.,sin, 'you soon, 
ordinlly youre. 


s - J - Corey, j?sq. 
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February 7th, 1919* 


Mr, Kirby Page, 

611 Fairview Ave*, 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

My dear Mr, Page 


I am in receipt of your Interesting 
letter, and am glad there is a prospect of seeing 
you and Mrs, Page during my visit to New York on 
the 27th and 28th, 


I note what you say with regard to your 
eontraot to do work under the American Society 
until 1921, This is good* The experience in New 
York will be splendid for you, and I suppose you 
are planning to take work in Union 3eminary in 
connection with it* 

I expeot to be stopping at the Aberdeen 
Hotel on 31st Street, between Broadway and Fifth 
Avenue* However, until I receive the sohedule 
of our meetings at Foreign Missions headquarters 
on the 27th and 28th, I cannot tell you just 
what time I could have the oonference with you* 

You oan reach me on either of these days by ‘phone 
at the Foreign Missions headquarters, 26 Madison 
Avenue, 19th floor, in case I should not be able 
to get you word when I could meet you while there* 
I will endeavor, however, to be more definite so 
that you will know in advance* I do hope we can 
have a conference together* 


With kindest personal regards, 


Cordially yours. 




SJC/ME 












American Expeditionary Forces. 

YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION. 
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CHARLES S. MEDBURY 


RESIDENCEi 1131 THIRTY-FIFTH STREET 


PASTOR 


ADDRESS: UNIVERSITY STATION 


SAMUEL S. JONES 


UNIVERSITY CHURCH OF CHRIST 


ASSOCIATE PASTOR 


TWENTY-FIFTH AND UNIVERSITY AVENUE 


DES MOINES, IOWA 


February 15, 1919 


My dear Kirby: 

You have doubtless thought many a time that you were_ 
entirely forgotten here but that has never been the case. 
Personally I have to oonfess to being swamped entirely 
during the last year or two with the things that were 
right at hand and pounding me being attended to while many 
many sacred things that I longed to give attention were 
crov/ded aside. I have been hungry for closer touch with 
many of you than the emergency pressure of the days has 
pe rmitted. 

Now that things are getting back to normal I hope that 
we may know more of each other and will be so happy when it 
is possible for you and yours to visit us here again. I am 
hoping sincerely that you may have entirely recovered your 
health after the long siege of the Influence. 


With the very sincerest of affectionate 


greetings 


Cordially yours 















4s a la t.Bgypt 
Keb. 17 , 1919 


Gear friend Kirby and family*!- 

T fear that I have seen rather dilatory in getting around to 
writing to you. She letter which Aina wrote to ua arrived in 
due season. It was written while you were in the hospital 
side. She had every assurance at that time that you were getting 
on as well as could, be hoped for. We were nevertheless? very 

glad to get a letter from Stubbs written several days if not 

indeed we ext; late* in WiiiCi* 'wo ..M me news mat y were quite 
quite yourself again, We understand..that you have given up 
the idea m school for the time,which is of course the only wise 
way oi doing things. You have seen always doing more than any 

one nan ought to undertake. 

At the present writing we are all quite well. Only a week 
ago, however, Grace was quite sick, the culmination of about ten 
days illness of a less severe nature. She had the influenza 
several weeks before Christmas and had only a light attack of it. 
5'rom then on,however, she kept away rather more from exercise than 
was wise and at, last found he" liver troubling her. She was in 
no wise seriously sick,but felt for two or three days as if she 
were. The medicine for a "tropical liver" is about twice as bad 
at the tine as the disease is. But how she feels better than she 
has for nearly two years. She has started her tennis again 
and all things together have given her new pep,which she seemed to 
have lost. 

Just before she got sick she went with Patsy about a hundred 
miles up into dgypt. ~o an / mg 1 i sh home whore the Americans are 
always welcome. It is the home of a superintendent of a small 
narrow- mu age line of railroad running from the Kile valley out 
into the desert to an Oasis. There are no children in this 
home and for several years now thay nave made it their work to 
enter ‘•sir English and American missionaries. Most of the time 
trey have company. The .family were there for two weeks, but very 
uni ortunately Grace was not feeling well most of the time and so 
did not get as much physical benefit out of it as she would 
otherwise have done. Patsy got on very well there, School was 
going on all this time and so I had to be here,only going up with 
them and going up to bring them back. It was op arriving bone 
that Grace -went to be<(siok. 

i 

matricia war .. ive montns old ,y es ter day and no twi the bandim all 
of this history of her mother,for she io* still on mother's milk, 
she has beer, a very happy and healthy little girl. The past 
three weeks she hasn't grown very much,for added to her mother's 
si o icness she has been vaccinated. But oil is weir rn/»» ■„ r 
and we are taking steps to make her nourishment a little more 
growth-producing by the use of a little Horlick's along with the 
natural food. She is a very strong little person and a very 
good girl,too. She is just now at that stage when we are never 
sure what the next week will disclose in the way of growth and 
advancement. 
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I am sure that you must have 'seen very much surprised when you 
heard the news of the death of John Roberts. I know we were, 
although there was no reason why illness should not strike some 
of our circle in its pandemic nature. ftost of us though^I 
suspect,that John was so valuable a man that he would not be taken. 
Most of our efforts to fathom the ways of t,ne Infinite are about 
as accurate as that. We are especially sorry for Opal. 

There have boon other deaths among our acquaintances,but none among 
the old circle so near. One of the young ladies of tne mi tun on 
here in Assiut died of it. Many were sick,but only in a few 
cases ware they serious. It 3eems that the Egyptian form was 
rather less severe than the form we had at home. I believe that 
the official count of deaths from it outside Cairo and rt lexanria 
is 41,000 out of a population of about 13,000,000. 

One of the main reasons for my writing this letter today is to 
tell you that it is possible that G ra ce and Patricia may go home 
in advance of me, especially if there should offer some direct 
route from Egypt to Boston or R'ew York. The climate here i 3 not 
good for babies in the summer and Patsy at that timewill be getting 
teeth and possibly wanting her o»n food *»ntir*lv ,ail oi whicn is 
not very good for travelling in comfort and ease. how the 
probability is that they will not be able to get away till I do, 
which will be in about thirteen weeks. But if they do I am sure 
that you would want to meet them if they came to hew York as a 
seaport. Mr .Ghormley will come to meet them if they go early, 
but the home of an acquaintance where they could rest for a little 
while before starting on would be like heaven to them. Of course 
we want to keep together if possible,but are quite willing to do 
this in order to look after the baby’B best health. Grace wrote 
yesterday to Aloerta ^unkres in Boston to provide for that seaport 
should she get taken there. Boats plying directly from the 
States to Egypt and returnare very few in number and quite uncertain 
as to ajfedule. There was one just before ChriBtmus,however. 

Whether or not tnere will be another I cannot say. 

I am enclosing a kodak view of the family taken on the second 
of last November,which as you may recall is the day when L race 
and I have our oirthdays. Patsy was then only about ten weeks 
old. 

I think that I said in my last letter to you that I was going 
to return to Chicago when we get back and go to Rush Medical. 

There are many good things to be said for many other of the AI 
schools,but for reasons which seemed best to us we have decided 
on the University of Chicago again. We thought a long time on 
Western Reserve in Cleveland and Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. 

I must corneas i Yale, Johns Hopxins and Columbia have 

never appealed to me very much. 

Vi/e are going to take a flat somewhere and furniBh it for the 
four or five years that we are to be there. After that where we 
will go God only knows. I rather feel that we will get out into 
the mission world somewhere,but cannot say where at present. I 
rather fancy the Con go, but feel at present that it would be too 
strenuous a climate for Gra,ce. Of course when she gets a few 
years at home she may get wonderfully strong again. ‘ Egypt has 
been a bit hard on her.due no doubt to the two little girls and 
the loss of the first one. The way she has come "back to life" 















Lhe past few day a is most reassuring and encouraging. We think of 
®gypt of course, but there are times when I think that there are 
far "better places for the investment of one’s life than here. I 
can tell you face to face why I think so better than I can in a 
letter which mi ht go astray. At the same time hgypt is a. most 
needy field. I have just been reading some of the reports of a 
committee of a 1917 conference on missions held in Dev York City 
and particularly the report which they printed of addresses and 
remarks on work in Africa. It is most interesting and has caused 
me to think about the Congo. Swansons-out in the Philippines 
have been encouraging us to think about medical work there. Mr, 
S.J. Corey writes to us now and then on the matter and keeps urging 
us to take a place with our own board. I am sure that the fact 
of four orfive years of work yet in school makes it somewhat 
uncertain what we will do. Some of the people here have been so 
optimistic about, our return ultimately to -%ypt that they have 3 aid 
to friends that we were coming here. Certainly there are reasons 
why Egypt would be a nice place to work,as well as reasons why 
i t would not be. 

My work this year is not greatly different from what it was 
last year. At the present time 1 am teaching only English and 
Chemistry and doing some work in the office of the i rea3urer of 
of the College. I have 21 hours per week of teaching and on an 
average about Q or 10 hours per week in the Treasurer's Office, 
although I am only scheduled for 6 hours per week there. I 
have baseball with the boys twice a week and a literary society 
once every four weeks. Now and then I have a public speech to 
make but that does not amount to very much. I have taught all of 

my work before and so tha amount of preparation that 1 put on it is 

leas than it was the first year or so. I am trying to do a little 
reading on the side along medical lines and on other lines too. 

I must confess to a rather minimum amount of religion in my 
belief and thoughts for much of the time that I have been here. I 
have tried to figure out my creed at times and have always failed. 
The last few weeks,however,I have feljt that the old time religion 
imbibed through a common-sense perception is about all that will 
answer. Recent perusal of Dr .Jefferson’s "Things Fundamental" 
has very materially helped to strengthen my belief in the vanity 
and uselessness of anything else. I have to preach D U nday Night 

and am planning to speak along this very line. But on thi 3 , 

as on all other subjects there is far too much to say for that 
time which is mine m which to ssy it. X shall hone to see you 
some time.in the next few months and have a good visit with you 
during which we can te1* over all sorts of things with far greater 
success than we could possioly have by pos$. 

ohould Crace and Patsy Bail any time in advance of me for Dew 
York shall take some means of letting you know of it so that you 
could be or che lookout for the boat. If we all come together 
we'l] not need to put you to any extra trouble, but will certainly 
look ^you up on arrival,if indeed we have not sent you word in 
advance of our landing. 

We hope that you are quite well and strong again and using 
your strength with care and caution. Our best wishes are also 
for your work and your people. And of course,lastly,but far fas 
from least,we hope that Alma and Mr by and Mary are getting on 
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